“Try This”
In your classroom…

Choose a moment to observe, listen, and document children (individually or in groups) with the intention of trying to understand what children are thinking or understanding about something. 

Some ideas for how you might go about this…

· You might set up a situation or provocation and observe what children do and say. 
· You might choose an activity you already have planned or a time when you plan to introduce/use new material (physical or informational) to the children. 
· You might choose to explore a moment when a child or group of children says or does something that puzzles you or is not what you expected.
· You might read a story and observe how the children react to it. What comments do they make? What questions do they ask? Ask them questions and probe their thinking.

Whatever it is you do, arrange to observe and record what the children do and say and any of your own thoughts about what the children might be thinking or understanding.

* A provocation refers to a moment when teachers introduce a new element, carefully chosen to entice children into inquiry or to revisit their ideas and theories in ways that encourage them to build upon or revise them. Provocations can take many forms: questions, new materials, the repetition of an experience with some variation or added complexity, etc.

What next?

Write about the experience as soon as you can. Review whatever documentation you have collected (notes, photographs, video, audio, etc.) and/or remember as much as you can and write:

· What 
(Describe what you/the children did and what you observed. If possible, include some of the children’s words, photographs… whatever documentation you were able to gather.)

· So what?
(What do you make of what the children said and did? What seems important? How did you feel about the experience?)

· Now what? 

(What puzzles you about this? What questions does it raise? Do you have any ideas about what you might want to try next?)

“Try This” Planning Worksheet

Get into small groups of 2-4 based on the grade you teach. (If you are part of a school team, consider forming a small group with a partner from your school and 1-2 others.) 

First take some time to think individually about the following questions. Then share your ideas about how my might approach this “Try This” in your classrooms and give each other feedback.
Where will you observe? What time of day?

During what activity will you observe?

Which child/children will you observe?

What documentation tools will you bring (paper and pen, camera, audio recorder, etc.)?

What do you think you might see?

